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Deacon’s Discourse

Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each other. None of this going off and doing your
own thing. And cultivate thankfulness. Let the Word of Christ—the Message—have the run of the house. Give it plenty
of room in your lives. Instruct and direct one another using good common sense. And sing, sing your hearts out to
God! Let every detail in your lives—words, actions, whatever—be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, thanking

God the Father every step of the way.

A few weeks ago, | attended the Strengthening Ministry
with Children Conference in Indianapolis. It was an amaz-
ing and holy experience — a time of learning, connecting,
and worshiping with over 600 others who care deeply
about children, faith, and worship, just as | do. We came
from many different denominations, yet we gathered to-
gether in the name of Christ to share ideas and resources,
to problem-solve, and to celebrate each other’s wins for
Christ — as well as to be honest about the times things
didn’t go as we’d hoped.

~Colossians 3:16—-17 (The Message)

on November 9th. Everyone has found a way to share
God’s love!

In confirmation, we’ve been exploring and sharing spir-
itual practices that help us stay rooted in our faith, such as
verse mapping. It's been inspiring to watch our youth en-
gage with Scripture in this way — discovering connections,
meanings, and personal applications. Even more exciting
is how some of our adults have begun verse mapping too!
It's become a shared practice across generations — a re-
minder that faith formation is something we do with one

| was humbled and in awe of the
Spirit's work, seeing how just the
right people seemed to meet at just
the right moment — whether in a
workshop, over a shared meal, or
even during a simple elevator ride.
God'’s presence was felt all around. |
remain so thankful for the Spirit's
hand in bringing all these amazing
people together to do God’s work.

While Colossians 3:16—-17 wasn’t a
verse we focused on during the con-
ference, it's one I've been sitting with
since returning to South Dakota. It

Amen.

Prayer
Gracious God, Thank You for the ways
Your Spirit moves among us — in eve-
ry generation, through every voice, and
within every act of love. Let Your Word
have the run of our house here at Trini-
ty as well as in our own homes. Fill our
hearts with songs of gratitude and our
hands with work that honors You.
Teach us to learn from one another, to
serve side by side, and to rejoice to-
gether in all we do in Jesus’ name.

another.

Our children’s choirs, adult choir, bell
choir, and musical guests, as well as
the regulars, have also been a won-
derful reflection of this intergenera-
tional Spirit at work. Each voice and
instrument, whether young or old,
adds its own unique note to our
shared song of faith. Together, their
music helps the Word come alive in
our worship, lifting our hearts and
reminding us that every note offered
in gratitude is an act of praise to
God.

not only captures the holiness of that experience, but also
reflects the work | see the Spirit doing here at Trinity this
fall — as we teach, serve, sing, and live together in the
name of Christ. We have our own holy experiences at Trin-
ity.

Trinity has been working together to prepare for Opera-
tion Christmas Child, and I've seen firsthand how God’s
love is being poured out through the generosity and care
of our congregation. Each shoebox is more than a gift —
i's a message of hope and a tangible expression of
Christ’s love sent out into the world. What has been espe-
cially beautiful is seeing how people of all ages have come
together. All ages are filling the boxes with beautiful art-
work as well as praying over each box. Some families and
households have chosen to pack boxes together, while
others plan on attending our congregational packing party

The Message translation of Colossians 3:16—17 says it
this way:

“Let the Word of Christ—the Message—have the run

of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. In-

struct and direct one another using good common

sense. And sing, sing your hearts out to God! Let
every detail in your lives—words, actions, whatever—
be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, thanking

God the Father every step of the way.”

These words capture so beautifully what's happening at
Trinity right now. Across generations, we are learning from
one another, serving side by side, and singing our hearts
out to God. May we continue to let the Word of Christ have
the run of our personal home and our church home as we
grow together in love, gratitude, and joy.

In gratitude, Deacon Koren
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Unapproved October Council Meeting Minutes

Trinity Lutheran Church
Church Council meeting
Tuesday, October 14, 2025
7:00 p.m.

Vice-president Virginia Lemme called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m.

Voting members present: Pastor Steven Lindley,
Deacon Koren Lindley, President Kurt Christiansen,
Vice-president Virginia Lemme, Past president Tom
Farrell, Secretary Nancy Sabbe, Patti Weber—Board
of Deacons, Eric Anderson—Board of Trustees, Dani
Ruhd—Board of Faith Formation

Voting members absent: none

Non-voting members present: Marie Millage, Darrel
Presuhn

Vice-president Virginia Lemme gave the devotion
from Genesis 32—Jacob wrestles with the angel.
Like Jacob, when we wrestle with God we lose and
win. We win when we cling to the God who saves us.

The opening prayer was given by Pastor Steven
Lindley.

Motion by Past president Tom Farrell, seconded by
Patti Weber, to accept the agenda as printed. Motion
carried.

Motion by Past president Tom Farrell, seconded by
Eric Anderson, to approve the minutes of the meeting
of September 9, 2025, as printed. Motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

As of September 30, 2025, the offering is
$20,266.35 below what was projected in the 2025
Mission Plan. Total offering received through Septem-
ber is $223,733.63. Motion by Eric Anderson, second-
ed by Patti Weber, to acknowledge the Financial Re-
port. Motion carried.

REPORTS
Pastor Steven Lindley submitted a written report
and added
e God’s Work, Our Hands event at Bethel Home
was very successful. The staff and residents ap-
preciated the work that was done and the compa-
ny of Trinity members.

o Sixteen applications have been received for the
position of custodian. Pastor Steven Lindley, Pres-
ident Kurt Christiansen, and Vice-president Virgin-
ia Lemme are on the committee interviewing the
applicants. Darrell Presuhn is the alternate on the
committee.

o Staff evaluations are scheduled for November 6,
2025.

Deacon Koren Lindley reported

e She and Pastor Rebecca Breddin continue tabling
at Dakota State University. They have a wish list
on Amazon for items they can use in making con-
nections with the students. Some of the students
they have met have attended worship services at
Trinity.

e Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, Octo-
ber 26.

+ A Bible study is meeting on Wednesday evenings.

e She will begin “Faith Explorers” with Sunday
School students in grades 1 through 5 on October
19. It will be like a children’s sermon, but geared
towards older children.

e The National Youth Gathering will be held in Min-
neapolis on June 28—July 2, 2027. She is begin-
ning to plan for this.

e She will attend a meeting about the Holy Play-
ground grant project provided by the Lilly Founda-
tion next week. Grants through the program are
intended to increase intergenerational events, pro-
jects, and activities in churches.

President Kurt Christiansen shared thank you mes-
sages from the Bethel Home and Lutherans Outdoors.

Vice-president Virginia Lemme reported
o That the nominating committee has 12 vacancies
to fill and asked for input from the Boards.
e She has gone through the hymnals and discarded
some that were too damaged to continue using.

Past president Tom Farrell congratulated Dani Ruhd
on an outstanding job organizing the God’s Work, Our
Hands Sunday at the Bethel Home.

Board of Trustees—Eric Anderson reported
e The property insurance policy was renewed. The
new annual premium is $32,215.
e They continue to investigate options for cameras
to be placed on the exterior of the building.
o Midwest Glass ordered the wrong size window for
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the Fellowship Hall. They are ordering the correct
size.
e They will be seeking volunteers to sand and paint
the sills of the new windows in the education wing.
o Pastor Steve continues to have issues with the
internet connection. He will call Infotech and re-
quest an onsite visit.

Board of Faith Formation—Dani Ruhd reported
e Preschool is off to a good start. They are having a
coffee and bundt cake fundraiser.
e Sunday School is going well with 84 students reg-
istered.

Board of Deacons—Patti Weber reported

e The Hanging of the Greens service will be Sun-
day, November 30. There has been a request to
have poinsettias on the altar through Advent and
Christmas. Because these flowers are known to
cause allergic reactions, Patti Weber will donate
artificial poinsettias.

e The coffee letters for November are ready to go.

o Twenty attended the 80s+ Birthday Party. Every-
one had a good time.

e Karen Giles will meet with the members of the
care team.

e The new website will launch in November.

e She requested information on what exactly is paid
for from each budget line in the Board’s budget.

e She reported that the Board had discussed ways
that the worship services might become more per-
sonal for members of the congregation and talked
about some of their suggestions.

TEAM BUILDING

Pastor Steven Lindley led the Council through an
exercise that indicated which is more important to the
individual members when solving a problem—the is-
sue at hand or the relationships with those who will be
affected by the decision.

OLD BUSINESS

Boards were asked to submit their requests for the
2026 Mission Plan by the next Council meeting. They
will receive an explanation of the accounts to assist in
creating the requests.

NEW BUSINESS
Past president Tom Farrell presented the following
revisions to the Foundation’s Policies:

e The change to the Cornerstone Endowed Fund’s
Distribution Policy under Distribution History—
replace “The Foundation Treasurer's Report will
record distributions from this Fund” with “The
Foundation will maintain a permanent record of all
distributions made from this fund.”

o The change to the Ellsworth Building Maintenance
Endowment Fund adds Distribution History “The
Foundation will maintain a permanent record of all
distributions made from this fund.”

e The change to the Rasmussen Organ Mainte-
nance Endowment Fund’s Distribution Policy un-
der Distribution History—replace “The Foundation
Treasurer's Report will record distributions from
this Fund” with “The Foundation will maintain a
permanent record of all distributions made from
this fund.”

e Changes to the Seminary Scholarship Endow-
ment Fund are 1) add “or has graduated” to
“Income from this fund is to be used to assist any
Trinity Lutheran Church member who is attending
seminary or has graduated’ to Purpose of Fund.
2) change Donor Restrictions to read
“Distributions may be made to or on behalf of
seminary students or graduates.” 3) change Dis-
tribution History to read “The Foundation will
maintain a permanent record of all distributions
made from this fund.”

Motion by Eric Anderson, seconded by President
Kurt Christiansen, to accept the revisions as present-
ed. Motion carried. Past president Tom Farrell an-
nounced that the Foundation is accepting grant appli-
cations through October 31.

The bat mitigation project is a success. The last bat
sighting was on August 31. The carpets and pews
have been thoroughly cleaned. The altar linens have
been dry cleaned.

Pastor Steven Lindley introduced the new mission
and vision statements. The statements are a product
of months of work by a committee of Trinity members.

Vision Statement 9.30.2025
Trinity Lutheran Church is a community of faith
brought to life by the Holy Spirit working in and
through people of all walks and seasons of life — bro-
ken, beautiful, and beloved.

(Continued on page 6)
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November

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Holy Communion on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays
Home Communion on the 3rd Sunday

02 All Saints Sunday

e 8:45AM-9:45AM  Traditional Worship : Sanctuary

e 9:45AM-10:45AM  Coffee Hour : Fellowship Hall

¢ 10:00AM-10:50AM  Sunday School : Sunday School
Rooms

e 11:00AM-12:00PM  Celebration Worship : Sanctuary

e 12:00PM-1:00PM  Worship Broadcast on KJAM 1390 AM
e 12:00PM-1:00PM  Faith Formation Board Mtng. : Church
Office

03

e 7:00PM-8:00PM
lowship Hall

e 7:30PM-9:00PM
Fireside Room

Troop 5 Meeting : Fel-

Women's Bible Study :

04

¢ 10:00AM-11:00AM  Staff Meeting : Church Office

e 1:00PM-3:30PM  Quilting : Fellowship Hall

e 6:00PM-7:00PM  Scouts Committee Meeting : Fire-
side Room

09

« Jingle Change

10

* 7:00PM-8:00PM

Troop 5 Meeting : Fel-

11

¢ 10:00AM-11:00AM  Staff Meeting : Church Office

* 8:45AM-9:45AM  Traditional Worship : Sanctuary lowship Hall * 12:00PM-1:00PM  Finance Meeting : Zoom

* 9:45AM-10:45AM  Coffee Hour : Fellowship Hall * 1:00PM-3:30PM  Quilting : Fellowship Hall

* 10:00AM-10:50AM  Sunday School : Sunday School * 6:00PM-6:45PM  Board of Deacons Meeting : Fire-
Rooms side Room

* 11:00AM-12:00PM  Celebration Worship : Sanctuary e 7:00PM-9:00PM  Council Meeting : Fellowship Hall
e 12:00PM-1:00PM  Worship Broadcast on KJAM 1390 AM

* 2:30PM—4:30PM  Operation Christmas Child Pack : Fel-

lowship Hall

16 17 18

* 8:45AM-9:45AM  Traditional Worship : Sanctuary

* 7:00PM-8:00PM

Troop 5 Meeting : Fel-

* 9:30AM-11:00AM  Mary Gircle : Fellowship Hall

* 9:45AM-10:45AM  Coffee Hour : Fellowship Hall lowship Hall * 10:00AM—-11:00AM  Staff Meeting : Church Office
* 10:00AM-10:50AM  Sunday School : Sunday School

Rooms

* 11:00AM-12:00PM  Celebration Worship : Sanctuary

e 12:00PM-1:00PM  Worship Broadcast on KJAM 1390 AM

23 Christ the King 24 25

e 8:45AM-9:45AM  Traditional Worship : Sanctuary

* 9:45AM-10:45AM  Coffee Hour : Fellowship Hall

* 10:00AM—-10:50AM  Sunday School : Sunday School
Rooms

* 11:00AM-12:00PM  Celebration Worship : Sanctuary

e 12:00PM-1:00PM  Worship Broadcast on KJAM 1390 AM

e 7:00PM-8:00PM
lowship Hall

Troop 5 Meeting : Fel-

* 10:00AM—-11:00AM  Staff Meeting : Church Office
e 1:00PM-3:30PM  Quilting : Fellowship Hall

30 Advent!

* 9:30AM-10:30AM  Hanging of the Greens Worship :
Sanctuary

* 10:30AM-11:30AM  Coffee Hour : Fellowship Hall

* 12:00PM-1:00PM  Worship Broadcast on KJAM 1390 AM
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1All Saints Day

* 5:00PM-6:00PM  Fellowship
Potluck Meal : Fellowship Hall

* 6:00PM-7:00PM  Saturday
Worship w/Holy Communion :
Fellowship Hall

* 10:00AM—1:00PM  DSU Tabling : Off Site

e 5:30PM-6:30PM  6th-8th Grade Confirmation :
Fellowship Hall

e 5:30PM-6:15PM  Covenant Choir Rehearsal : Fire-
side Room ; Epiphany Bells Rehearsal : Sanctuary

e 6:30PM-7:00PM  Chapel Choir Rehearsal : Fireside
Room

e 7:00PM-8:00PM  HS Youth Group : Youth Room ;
Wed. Eve. Women's Bible Study : Fellowship Hall

e 12:00PM-1:00PM
Study : Fellowship Hall
* 1:00PM-3:00PM  Coffee Time on
Thursdays : Fellowship Hall

* 6:30PM-7:30PM  Scouts Pack 5
Meeting : Fellowship Hall

* 6:30PM-7:15PM  Lions & Tigers
Den Meetings : Youth Room

Lectionary Bible

e 6:30AM-7:30AM  Men's
Group Bible Study

05 06 07 08
* 10:00AM-1:00PM  DSU Tabling : Off Site * 12:00PM-1:00PM  Lectionary Bible [* 6:30AM-7:30AM  Men's
e 5:30PM-6:30PM  6th—8th Grade Confirmation : Study : Fellowship Hall Group Bible Study
Fellowship Hall * 1:00PM-3:00PM  Coffee Time on
e 5:30PM-6:15PM  Covenant Choir Rehearsal : Fire-  |Thursdays : Fellowship Hall
side Room ; Epiphany Bells Rehearsal : Sanctuary e 4:00PM-9:00PM  Staff Reviews :
e 6:30PM-7:00PM  Chapel Choir Rehearsal : Fireside |Conference Room
Room * 6:00PM-7:00PM  Arrow of Light &
e 7:00PM-8:00PM  HS Youth Group : Youth Room; |Webelo Den Meetings : Fellowship Hall
Wed. Eve. Women's Bible Study : Fellowship Hall * 6:30PM-7:15PM  Lions & Tigers
Den Meetings : Youth Room
12 13 14 15
e 11:00AM-5:00PM  Organ Tuning : Sanctuary e 12:00PM-1:00PM Lectionary Bible |* 6:30AM-7:30AM  Men's
e 5:30PM-6:15PM  Epiphany Bells Rehearsal : Sanc- |Study : Fellowship Hall Group Bible Study
tuary; Covenant Choir Rehearsal : Fireside Room e 1:00PM-3:00PM  Coffee Time on
e 5:30PM-6:30PM  6th—8th Grade Confirmation : Thursdays : Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall * 6:00PM-7:00PM  Arrow of Light &
e 6:30PM-7:00PM  Chapel Choir Rehearsal : Fireside |Webelo Den Meetings : Fellowship Hall
Room
e 7:00PM-8:00PM  HS Youth Group : Youth Room ;
Wed. Eve. Women's Bible Study : Fellowship Hall
19 20 21 22

* 9:00AM-10:30AM  Covenant
Choir Party : Fireside Room

26

* No Preschool-Thanksgiving Break

27 Thanksgiving Day

* No Preschool-Thanksgiving Break
* Office Closed

28

Break

* No Preschool-Thanksgiving

* QOffice Closed
e 6:30AM-7:30AM  Men's
Group Bible Study

29
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(Continued from page 3)

We belong to a Trinitarian God — Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, bonded in perfect love, whose very es-
sence and being is community. God became one of
us in the person of Jesus, who is the light that
shines in the darkness, to assure us of God’s love
for the whole world and to invite everyone into the
life of the Trinity.

We belong to one another. Walking in the Way of
Jesus enables us to become a community made in
God’s image, diverse and united in love, with the
light of Jesus shining through us.

In worship, the sacraments, and prayer, we re-
member to whom we belong. In faith formation and
fellowship we, as a faith community, become our
truest self. In service and connection to our neigh-
bors, we encounter, testify to, and share God’s love.

Mission Statement 9.30.2025
Belonging to, growing in, and embodying the Trini-
ty.

Motion by Eric Anderson, seconded by Past presi-
dent Tom Farrell, to approve the Vision and Mission
statements. Motion carried.

President Kurt Christiansen presented Pastor Ste-
ven Lindley and Deacon Koren Lindley with gifts in
honor of Clergy Appreciation Month.

Virginia Lemme moved to adjourn. Seconded by
Patti Weber. Motion carried.

The meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Sabbe, secretary

NEWS FROM THE FOUNDATION

Recent Memorials
October 27, 2025

In Memory of Darlene Basler
Linda Bruns

LAKE COUNTY FOOD PANTRY
CHRISTMAS FOOD BOX AND
ANGEL TREE PROJECTS

The Food Pantry has provided food to over 500
people so far this year and is continuing its regular
distribution of emergency food supplies. As the holi-
day season approaches, the Food Pantry is preparing
for the 43rd annual Christmas Projects.

CHRISTMAS FOOD BOX

In 2024, 172 families consisting of 586 people re-
ceived Christmas food boxes, valued at $75 each.
Eligibility for receiving food boxes is determined by
ICAP, the Community Health Nurse, the local Social
Services office and the Madison Ministerial Associa-
tion. If you know of anyone in need of a Christmas
food box, please contact one of these agencies.

ANGEL TREE

The Angel Tree Project is in its 41st year. Three
‘angel’ trees will be set up on November 15, one each
in the community window of Gary’s Bakery, the Madi-
son Public Library, and at Montgomery’s Furniture.
On each tree are ‘Angels’ which identify deserving
children and suggested gift(s). In 2024, 308 children
received over 650 gifts through this program. Most
children will be in 8th grade or younger. We encour-
age any interested person or group to ‘adopt’ Angels
and purchase that child’s gift. Donations of money are
also welcome (Food Pantry account at First Bank and
Trust), through your church, or to PO Box 61, Madi-
son, SD 57042.

Gifts should be delivered to the Downtown City Ar-
mory (198 Van Eps Ave N., Madison) beginning Sat-
urday, December 6th through Wednesday, December
10th, 11:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. daily except Sunday.
The food and gifts will be delivered on Saturday, De-
cember 13, 2025.

We again are asking for your support of the Food
Pantry Christmas Programs. Your past support has
meant a merrier Christmas for many Lake County
families. All donations to the Food Pantry are tax de-
ductible.

Food Pantry Board of Directors
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Thank you to Ron & Roberta Janke, Jon & Mary
Hunter, Karen Kalvig, Wade & Jennifer Briggs, Susan

Williams, and Karen Giles for serving Home Com-
munion in October.

November Coffee Hour

The November Coffee Hour will be
hosted by the Family of Patience. The
Family Group Leaders, Nancy Rook
and Lana Johnson, will be contacting
you. Your help is always appreciated.
FYl — December Coffee Hour will be
hosted by the Family of Kindness.

When: Nov 9 from 2:30-4:30 pm
w Trinity Fellowship Hall

Everyone in our Trinity family is welcome to join us
for an Operation Christmas Child box packing party!
You can find the lists for each age group in the nar-
thex if you want to shop for your own items and pack
a box on your own or with your family, OR you can
donate $20 and someone will fill a box on your be-
half (and you get to choose a wood "giving" tree)!
Boxes must be in by November 9th! Questions? Visit
with Diane Bruns!

For more information about Operation Christmas
Child, click here: https://
www.samaritanspurse.org/oper.../ mission-and-
history/

>, Remember Your
Offerings

Financial Response
as of 9/30/2025

Offering is $20,266.35 below what was projected in
the 2025 Mission Plan.

The year-to-date statistics are:

Total Income (YTD) $223,733.63

Total Expenses (YTD) $313,516.00

Thank you for your generous support of Trinity’s mis-
sion!

Come to Church
this Sunday

Join the choir!
Grades1-4

Wednesdays 5:30 - 6:15
Mary Hunter - director
(605) 270-4217
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fém%maw Cliarnch, £L0#
Sharing God'’s Word, Doing God'’s Work

203 N. Harth Ave.
Madison, SD 57042

Return Service Requested

Financial Giving Options

e Checks can be mailed to the church.
o Credit cards can be processed in the church office.

e The church website (www.tlcmadison.com) allows for one-time or recurring donations using a checking/

savings account or a credit/debit card.

e The Electronic Giving option through Vanco can also be initialized by filling out an application form in the

church office.

 If you should have questions with any of these options or would like to discuss which one is the best option
for you, please call Alex at the church office at 605-256-2771.

Mission of the Month

The November Mission of the Month is Lake County
Food Pantry. This program has been serving our citi-
zens for over 40 years, providing over 40,000 pounds
of food to people needing food assistance. One in ten
families in Lake County deals with “food insecurity”
each day. The program is operated out of the main
ICAP office.

Gifts may be designated on offering envelopes/checks
to Mission of the Month Fund. The Jingle Change col-
lection on November 9 also supports the Mission of
the Month.

SEE YOU IN CHURCH

Congregational Information
Deaths: LaDonna Mette on September 18
Baptisms: Meadow Leisinger on October 12
Weddings: none

Food Pantry

The Lake County Food Pantry mission of the month
for November is canned vegetables. Diapers and ba-
by wipes are also requested.

Pastoral Care

If you are in need of pastoral care or know someone
who is, please contact Pastor Steve or the church of-
fice.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017LvQpkMTF5JraTE6N_69SH0p6hxUNGR-7PYTKms9HTOiBv2XQ1-Od4GoZy6JhNzSyS1bQo-7bFSBAtCXhgMAu1Ji1Y9K6ipLs6JgPRpd1MXhg9-1W8NT9-0pesczhpF-q0Rq_aVHQUL9LPvqRke6F2GUCuW_R1gG9Eg4LpdQAVU=&c=&ch=

